TEBAY PARISH COUNCIL
Chair – Mr. Adrian Todd, Honeypot House, Gaisgill
Clerk – Mrs. M. Longworth, Yew Tree Farm. Greenholme
Tel: 015396 24900 Email clerk@tebaypc.org.uk

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2026 AT THE METHODIST HALL, TEBAY AT 7.30pm

Present:  A. Todd (chair); S. Ainsworth Hammond; A. Meadowcroft;  B. Kipling; D. Nelson; M. Brown and S. Redwood.
Westmorland and Furness Councillor John Murray
Two  members of the public and the clerk.

1.  Apologies for Absence.
There were no apologies for absence.

2.  Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest in any items on the Agenda.

3.  Minutes of the Meeting of 21st January 2026
The Minutes were signed as a true record of the above meeting.

4.  Outstanding Business
4.1  The defibrillators were in satisfactory condition.  Mr. Stuart Cheeseman attended the meeting and agreed to attend a future meeting to train councillors on the use of defibrillators.  A public meeting will also be arranged at the Social Club in the spring.  The Orton and Tebay First Responders were to be disbanded and any surplus funds could be distributed to local parish councils and it was agreed that this money, when received, would be ring-fenced to pay for defibrillator equipment, eg. batteries and pads.
4.2  Play Areas.  It was agreed to ask the Play Inspection Company to inspect the play areas this year.

5.  Planning
5.1  Westmorland and Furness Council planning application 2026/0035/FPA – Land at The Sidings, Tebay.  A retrospective application for the change of use of the land for the storage of clean inert construction materials, with ancillary temporary processing of materials using mobile plant.
This application was considered at the January meeting of the Parish Council and an objection was lodged with Westmorland and Furness Council.  It was agreed to lodge a further objection as it was unclear from the information provided where the second access from the site would be.  It was agreed that Church Street was not appropriate for increased traffic due to the narrowness of the lane and the presence of parked cars,  Concerns were also expressed about the likely visual impact, the effect of the proposed development on nearby housing, the garden of the Cross Keys Inn, the churchyard, the school and the adjoining footpath.  

6.  Highways
Westmorland and Furness Councillor John Murray explained why that council had received a poor rating for highways defects nationally.  W & F had scored amber on three assessments and these three had been added together to give a red (very poor) result.  This appeared to be unfair and was being challenged by W & F Council.  He also explained that W &F Council were maintaining a large number of unclassified roads which were never built to take modern traffic, especially the modern tractors and other farm vehicles.
He also reported that the number of claims being made against W & F Council for damage to vehicles as a result of the poor state of the roads was decreasing year on year.

7.  Parish Clerk
Jenny Brimble had been appointed as the new clerk from 1st March 2026 with a salary of £13 an hour.

8.  Finance
The cash book made up to 31st January had been circulated for information.
The following accounts were approved for payment:
M. Longworth – February salary					£232.00
HMPG – PAYE for February						    58.00
Cumbria Payroll Services 							    18.90

9.  Reports from Westmorland and Furness Council
Cllr John Murray reported on the future roll-out of wheelie bins and the steps that could be taken by people who might have difficulty with the bins due to poor access or other hazards.  A charge would be made in the future for the removal of garden waste.
He also mentioned the 106 bus as this route is to be run by W & F Council later this year.  The funds for the running of bus services do not come from the general rates, but from a central government allowance.  

10.  Public Participation
10.1  It was reported that the cattle grid was full and the gate had still not been repaired.
10.2  Various highways defects were referred to Cllr Murray, including potholes at Old Tebay and the leaning road sign at the Barnaby Rudge defibrillator.
10.3  Cllr Redwood reported on a recent meeting she had attended with the Police and Crime Commissioner and she had reported speeding lorries passing through Tebay to the police, who would send a warning letter to the offenders.
10.4  Cllr Meadowcroft reported that there was some confusion as to who the local Police Support Offices were, and this will be looked into.
10.5  Some footpath signs were missing and the clerk was asked to look into this.
10.6  Cllr Kipling reported that some bushes were overhanging at the recycling centre and this would be reported to the grounds maintenance contractors.
10.7  Water on the road at Grayrigg Hawes remained an issue and was brought to the attention of Cllr Murray.
10.8  Cllr Brown agreed to clean the road traffic mirror at Barnaby Rudge.
10.9  Cllr Meadowcroft asked that defects to street lights be considered at the March meeting of the parish council.

11.  Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th March 2026 at The Methodist Hall, Tebay at 7.30.




Signed as a true record ………………………………………

Dated …………………………………………..











	




