LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please: note that this summary applies to all relevant smaliler authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities,

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This Summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Re ulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smailer authority form part or its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their

governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



