Report to Tebay Parish Council - 31 January, 2018 – Phil Dew

Highways

Tim Winder has looked at the drainage on the fell opposite the terraces in South Tebay.  It appears to be working correctly.  Water does collect on the road by the bus stop causing a potential hazard in frosty weather.  I will ask Highways to consider installing a gulley in that region
Highways installed a new grit bin adjacent to the access road leading to the terraces in South Tebay.  There are now three bins in total.

The new cattle grid for the Fell Road has been commissioned and is in the process of being built by H Pigney & Son, Appleby.  It will be fitted early this year

Parking on the Terraces

I spoke to Jim Barker recently.  The Barnaby Rudge will be put on the open market for sale in the spring and for that reason Jim doesn’t want residents parking on his car park.

I spoke to Colin Cox about the piece of land adjacent to the Lune Valley Hotel.  The land doesn’t belong to Colin.  He thinks that it is unregistered.

The Parish Council should pursue investigations with Network Rail. 
The Sidings Industrial Estate

Since the last meeting T & K Gallagher Ltd have bought Acel House and applied to the Traffic Commissioner for an operators licence for up to ten goods vehicles.  A notice was placed in the CWH newspaper on 16 December, 2017, allowing residents to make representations and the local authority to lodge objections.  An EDC planning officer visited the site and a holding letter was sent to the Commissioner.  This was followed by a visit from a DVSA traffic examiner.  Highways have no objections.  Michael Moran, Gallagher’s Operations Manager, is attending the PC meeting to answer any questions.
Regarding the other businesses on the estate, each has been visited by an officer from EDC’s planning department.  To the best of my knowledge all are within the acceptable limits of their user class.  There are no vehicle height or weight restrictions on the estate.  The only issue is that of volume/flow of traffic.  Investigations/clarifications are ongoing.

Regarding residents parking on the highway, a letter was sent from the North Rural Policing Team reminding people that they should not obstruct the highway.  This will be enforced if necessary.
Eden Local Committee

Eden Local Committee met on Monday, 11 December, 2017, and received a presentation from the Police & Crime Commissioner, Peter McCall.  We discussed police priorities [currently terrorism/domestic abuse/cyber crime] and I stressed the importance of maintaining a visible police presence in rural communities so that we are not forced to rely on plastic facsimiles - as in Orton.  
The issue of the Appleby Horse Fair was also raised.  I met with officials on 19 January, 2018, to discuss practical considerations relating to Highways matters and policing.  I continue to oppose the Fair on the basis of its huge cost to the local community [£230,000] which in my opinion is impossible to justify.  The CCC Highways contribution alone was £62,000 [2017] – enough to pay for a second gully cleaner.
Full Council Meeting

CCC met on Thursday, 11 January, 2018, and I flagged up the Kirkby Stephen Division on the eastern fringes of the County which is all too often forgotten.  The Chief Executive, Katherine Fairclough, had acknowledged that the authority is too ‘Carlisle centric’ and pledged to be more inclusive.  
The issue of broadband provision was discussed and I reminded county councillors of the woefully inadequate service in some of our rural areas and asked Connecting Cumbria to ensure that superfast broadband becomes a reality throughout the County.
Miscellaneous
I support the YDNPA proposal to significantly increase the council tax paid on second homes in the national park.
